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I KiE  116023)

RERAFTHEHEEER, #

A b R e e ot B o (AL B E A b A 2 A 5 BT, R 2 B9 M BR K B ILA 0 A A,

VHERAEAAEEEET LR ANF N EZRRE, LKW, germcell-less 3 F 7 8 7L 30 4 £
RAEEFREZER, ELEH DT KT germceel-less 2 F 8 K D o AHF 5 A 5 K H 4+
K%Y germ cell-less (AjgchZE H H i, BEJai# it cDNA R a4 3 5 K (rapid amplification of
cDNA ends, RACE)# 15 2 2K cDNA 7 7|, # it % ot & & PCR (real-time quantitative PCR, RT-qPCR)

BT T Agel AR EALA T EIZRLRA, MRERLERSE, HBEERTHRLERBES
fRep Rk B 225 . MAEN TR A, Ajgcl WREEEINE LB THRMSRERMA, WA

BFRENARYTHRAERMIKR, BERFELTHRENTFRA AL EFTRETEE, £ NEMHE
RELE PN E Agel #F A, BvkE Agd EXVBFRERE T8 5 R M6 A A M B R A >,
W4h, Ajgel ZEH B 5 F & A Oct-1. FOXD3, PAX-6. CRP. c-Myb # NF-1 % # 5 A F th £ &1
o AR FENEN germeell-less EE AR S F T BN WERK T P REN I EE T A,
C3 H % germeell-less; A 74 M ; #HIRET

FESES S917  XEEREEE A XEHRS  2095-9869(2023)06-0203-11

2 (Apostichopus japonicus)/2 R EHEZ MK | FRIERE
?%ﬁamrhz— | IRP2 i o WA N |V B P e 2 3
X o B S AEFR K™ AT H A W e 1 2 5% Al o

VIE R SR 0 e L I
Jo . HMEPER S 5 M RS AR LB B A K
(Jiang et al, 2020), HAEM:HZ: HEMEPE R 2 B AT TR

ﬁ, FRAE 2021 4F o [ b 8 T1H4F %5 A9 50 R, 2020
ERIB IR 19.65 1 t, &5 600 12
JGo HIBER T HAW R NETMESN, fBAA =R
PSR A 2R E, L, R RFSTASL . SRR
B PR KGR (7 4, 2004) .
20 Wb SRR, AS TR S 2 7 A Kk
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O WEEE: DEH,
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()42 5 R (Jiang et al, 2019, 2017), %1%t S g
KB AL L S e A 1) P AH O B F 5 328 5 B
POz —(FVEESE, 2021, HET, &F0HHIZERR &
B LK AT 5T 24 HP AR A1 8L SR | B S 2l il e R vk
Ji R B R OCHE A Y 5 S5 T . PRI, R AT TR
R R 0.1 em BYHES HhUL 2R 31 D 4G MR (2 0 45,
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2011), B JE HAME BT Uh A I I AN h K AR T8
PR SE, BRSO AR AR T S, R AR A
ARG AT AL (FE B AREE, 1985), BEMIMAT
FHOCIE 2 AT PR AR & B LK B 2R, A S
R 40 0 7 1) 5¢ i (Zhang et al, 2017), M3 R ZH 7K S
Rl S8 8 T — S 5 SR L B AHCH N,
piwil (Sun et al, 2021), dmrt, vasa. nodal (Sun €t al,
2022). foxl2 (Sun et al, 2022)%, {HREIZHIER AT
HLAIMT A 12k AT

germ cell-less JE[X 78 S i (Drosophila) i1 A= 4t &
JE BP9t %S % (Jongens et al, 1992), germ cell-
less J 5] 0 & — A~ ik Ak AR <F i) BTB/POZ 254435
BTB/POZ(fii #x BTB)45#43k JL-T- A 75 T T A EAZ 4H
M, M2y 115 MR EA RN, N FEAS
B A 22 6 AR PRl 5 U5 — BB K (Puccetti et al, 2001;
Sameshima et al, 2018), BTB %% #4is 5 I L sh#y (1) v
Jiit % % . 8. H 5 (Chaharbakhshi et al, 2016), Germ
cell-less ik [A 7 A g J5E 45 A= 58 20 ifd (primordial germ
cell, PGC) &Rk, J£55 PGC B —A B
HEJE A F (Jongens et al, 1992; Kimura et al, 1999;
Leatherman et al, 2000; Scholz et al, 2004), X} #EHF%
SRUUER & PGC A A HEEAEM . BEJS, germ
cell-less 114 ] Y F5 PR 77 I At 154 20 4 0 o o g o 24 24
FE, wn/hEL(Mus musculus)H germ cell-less [F] i FE K]
(mgcl-1)7E PGC Hr R ik 3k, (HAE R S i s 3R
ik, P HHIL 3K (Leatherman et al, 2000)., mgel-1 %
PRI R 25 2 BU N BB 20 % B AZ S5 00 S o (AR T R
SR, IR DR R 2 (RS 1 200 B A W A2, 30F T s g %
O EE, FEN FEAHEKimura et al, 2003),
B o ff1(Danio rerio)H, germ cell-less mRNA 7£ PGCs
hEERRE, BERE D AN PGCs BT 2 germ
cell-less FEH 2 5, JoH HEsh ¥ 0 HJ2 B 2h i h
germ cell-less 5 K A 95 850

ARG TEME T HIZ germ cell-less (Ajgel)3E A 1Y
4K cDNA J751, FIH#E0E & PCR (RT-qPCR)FE AR
ST Ajgel FERTE R L ET . RGN TR & B B A A
HRAFEE B ERBEN, MEJE T
Ajgcl R SFIFS), WS ERER -, DY
fiEEdT germ cell-less 5 K 7 2 14 A FE 41 i & & R
MR B T R D) e 28 B Al

1 HREHE
1.1 ##
ARSI i R 2 B R R R 2 ARl A

U5 K G IR o S R . 2021 4F 2—7 A, B4
H AT — R BURE TAE, NS A EHI S K R bt
WRHE 100 g ZE A1) 2~3 1S, 50000 2 5 BUPE R
TREE R M. B L. AR 20 B R AR S 2
ZUVRE S, BENHZURZ 100 mg BE S T ICEEES O
S BVE P A R, E1-80 CUKAR R A7A
A A 1 R i 2 2 R I A T ) S ) 4 ) R R T
b B, R UIBORE Y B 3 e 3 e =
2021 4 5 H, ERAEKRERGMHZ, H
0.5 mol/L i KC1 Fl 1 pmol/L iR & R-H & M-+
B4R - (0, % 1R - 1% 24 2 (NGLWY) o ik 1k JHz (Cubifrin-L)
R, HRCER T M TE, N TRHR, HifE
TKVEVE 3 ARG IR LAVE 2 2 s+, B iRiG & Tl
eI R R SR B RIS AR & B B B
AFEZRE 0 . 2 diffdt . 32 g . SR . WS
WL R ANE R RELR . IELR . i fih
T4k, BUEABHHZ 100 mg R85 T ICH s 0% ],
SEVE PR A S, IET-80 CUkAHAAA & H . WF
FEARW BATAT WG B2 AR
1.2 2 RNA BJ#2EUE cDNA BI&E K

& RNA BYHEECZHR SV Total RNA isolation
system (Promaga Z3100)i5¢ B 5 E47 , 1 F B JiE A 56
FL UK RNt 23 0 BE TR 36 T S LAY RNA A ¥ B2 R
JoT ik o BRI R & A T AR R B 1 A AR A 1
RNA 1 pg, %1% SMARTer™ RACE cDNA ¥ B4 5]
£ (Clontech 634923) U6 H 1544 & 21 23k (1) cDNA 4E
Ao I, B 0.5 pg #5 AR LI KRG & & I IRE i
A5 RNA, #%M8 PrimerScript™ RT 7] #£ (TaRaKa
634860) 1t f5 5 18 cDNA,

1.3 cDNA £KEkE

PIBE T 10 germ cell-less J K A2 HL 1R 741l %
YA, TR 25 D H B 2 b it A7 Lo #eif, 453
Hi|= germ cell-less & M Bt Bl J , 33 5°F1 3'RACE
(rapid amplification of cDNA ends) PCR , #% f&
SMARTer™ RACE c¢DNA ¥ # i 7| & (Clontech
634923) Ui B s 2 germ cell-less A Y cDNA
S, ST GIYILER 1, B Rk (http://biotools.
nubic.northwestern.edu/OligoCalc.html) FI {4 Primer
Premier 5.0 % 1T

1.4 germ cell-less £ 5 9 #7

fdi F] NCBI ') ORF-Finder, Fililll germ cell-less
FL K] 4 FF ] {24 (open reading frame, ORF), Fifi J5 fifi
FH NCBI #114 Splign T E Hu Xt i germ cell-less F: A (1)
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HhE AN E AL A SMART (http:/smart.
embl-heidelberg.de/) il Germ cell-less 4 [ 25 #4145,
KI5 A ExPASy " AY Protparam 1. E. (https://web.
expasy.org/protparam/) il illl Germ cell-less & [ [ 3E A<
BUAL P i ; i | Predict Protein (https://www.predict
protein.org/) 74T Germ cell-less & [ H — 2454 ; FIH
Swiss-model (https://swissmodel.expasy.org/) 73 #t H: =
WLty RGHA ClustalW JE47 28 EH) X, I
1] MEGA7 BEAT R G A ERE o0 HT, SE88 T I A
P31 NCBI % 55 L% 2.

&1 AXBEASY

Tab.1 Sequences of the primers used in this study
519 Bk 2] ik
Primer Primer sequence (5'~3") Application

Germ-RE-1F GGAGTGAAAGGTCAGAAAA 5'RACE
G

Germ-RE-1R  ACAGCTTAAACAAAGATGA 3'RACE
GGAACGA

Germ cell- ACCTCCACATACTCCGCTACC RT-qPCR
less-F1-5 AG

Germ cell- CGTAGACGACTTGAGCTTCT RT-qPCR
less-R1-5 CCTC

NADH-F GTCCTACGACCCAATCTGGA RT-qPCR
NADH-R ATGAGCCTTGGTTACGTTGG RT-qPCR

*2 SEFIILNMRGHALHA AN
germ cell-less FiEEH
Tab.2 Information on germ cell-less homologous for
multiple sequence alignment and phylogenetic analysis

Y NCBI #3¢5
Species NCBI accession No.

25345 iH Srongyl ocentrotus pur puratus
e i B Acanthaster planci

XP_030835792.1
XP_022080170.1

JiZ Apostichopus japonicus PIK45933.1
HIE N Lingula anatina XP_013416803.1
iR Acanthopagrus schlegelii AGL08236.1
BEh4f Danio rerio NP_996933.1

4t Carassius auratus XP_026103865.1

JICHE Xenopus laevi XP_018108888.1

/B Mus musculus AAK69515.1
A Homo sapiens NP_848526.1

1.5 BohFoiHh

TERIZ L B P h RO T 40 germ cell-less
LA BB T-(ATG) F i 2 000 bp J¥%1, FI/H Match
(http://gene-regulation.com/cgi-bin/pub/programs/match/b
in/match.cgi) X H R 8115791 BEA T SRS 3 LA T

1.6 RT-gPCR ®iNEERIA

RT-qPCR 7& LightCycler® 96 Instrument (Roche)
I T, MR ZREE 20 ul): fast start essential DNA
green master & 10 uL, . FIFEFI#(10 pmol/L)4%
0.8 uL,cDNA # 2 uL,DEPC H,0 / 6.4 uL.RT-qPCR
FEFF: 95 CHIASPE 10 min; 95 CHEFRAEME 1555 60 C
B 60s, I 40 MEFF; 95°C 105565 C 60s;
97 C 1s., L NADH fERHNSIH, il 2744 )5k
RS F ik ik, M SPSS 25.0 BT8R S it
M, KRR 5 2 (one-way ANOVA) T, BE#E
Duncan LT RIZEXTH, 0 E M2 5 KOF 50l
WE K 0.05,

2 HBRE5HW

2.1 germ cell-less cDNA £KFFIRERBEBHES
SEFTR 53 iR

AHEFE MEMEPE IR cDNA SCPE Hh o e 45 21 i =
germ cell-less JEX ) ¢cDNA 4K (NCBI 515 .
ON932433), FF¥4H£ K 2316 bp, 5'UTR 4 139 bp,
3'UTR A 725 bp,ORF K £ 1 455 bp, H:4ifith 484 4>
HHRR(E 1), SRS LILHH LI E, germ cell-
less L[N 4ifid X HLAFEAE 15 MNE FRFEIIRN & T
G, Hrp, SRR IR 141 bp (K 1) 45158
WM ZER T, Ajgel BA—MR5FE BTB (Broad-
Complex, Tramtrack and Bric a brac)&543(1&] 2).
Ajgel A MG 5>+ TR 55.40 kDa, HIE 55 L
580, FIEKMEEM. Ajgcl B a5 o-
2% (alpha helix, H). #EK %% (extended strand, E)F1JG
FE U] 3 il (random  coil, C)FY 5 L4512 35.40% .
18.84%7F1 45.76% (& 3). HH =R Es,
Ajgel H S A EHRE M, ILEE I AE S DNA 555 Pk 4h
“(E 4),

22 ZERFIILEXMRGFHLS T

M NCBI M3 T 2 H A ) germ cell-less i1 [7]
TRIE, TR IR T A L hT . 45 REH, S
germ cell-less 3 [H 5 42 BR A IH (Strongyl ocentrotus
purpuratus) germ cell-less 3 [A Y & JEfR ¥ 51 — £k
e, N 55.38%, Sl 2 (Acanthaster planci)
germ cell-less B (X /) —3 1l 52.34%, 5 H A AR
Kz 5811 b TS (Xenopus laevi) . BEDL A, 4
ffi(Carassius auratus). 2§ (Acanthopagruss
chlegelii). /NEFIA (Homo sapiens)fit— B 441,
SN 44.98% . 44.86% . 43.87%. 43.08%. 42.00%.
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Alignment
M <] N 1 P A R F R G E v L G E G v K G Q K R &
1 ATGGGTAACATTCCTGCAAGATTTAGAGGTGAAGTACTCAGCCAAGGAGTGAAAGGTCAGAAAAGATCGT
IRRRARN NN AR NN RN T ECERE T e
437644 ATGUEGTAACATTCCTGLAAGATTTAGAGGTGALAGTACTCAGCGEAAGGAG CAAAAGATIGT

L D X K H M N
71 TA GATACABACCATATGAAC
| FELELEET et
437574 TA AGATACARAGCATATGAAC

L kK © T A K ¥ I ¥ b T L F ¥ N ¢ E N s
TGAAATGTACTGCAAAGTACATTTATGACACTCTGTTTGTGAATGGAGAAAATTCAG
L N Ny
GAAATGTACTGCAAAGTACATTTATGACACTCTGTTTGTGAATGGAGAAAATTCAG

I % I kK & L D & D W P L H K I ¥ L & Q

191 ACATCACCATCAAGGICCTCGATAAGGATTGGCCACTTCACAAGATTTATCTCTGCCA

[ R FEEERLEEErr i
436517 ACATCACCATCAAGGCCCTCGATAAGGATTGGCCACTTCACAAGATTTATCTCTGCCAG

500 R AL lS M F 5L e s W kB s L ke ED T T
2507 TTCAAGTTATTTTGCTAGCATGTTCAGCGGATCATGGAAGGAATCCACCCTGAAGGAGATTACAGT
O o e N A AN
435865 [TCCAGITCAAGT TATTTTGCTAGCATGTTCAGCGGATCATG GAAGGAATCCACCCTGAAGGAGATTACAGT
D 1 P D C N I D E N

315 AGACATACCAGATCAGAATATTGATGAAAAT

50105101 T o 9
435795 AGACATACCAGATCAGAATATCGATGAARAT

AT el v AR el s e S R D D (e E R Al RE R
CTCTGAAAGTTGCACTGGGATCTCTTTACCGAGACGACGTACTTATAGAACCAGCGAGAGTGETG
L 0 T TS 9 A 8 ST 0 SR TR TSR K R RO SR
CTCTGAAAGTTGCATTGGGATCTCTTTACCGAGACGACGTACTTATAGAACCAGCGAGAGTGETG

S VvV L A A4 A S L VvV Q L
412 TCGGTGCTAGCAGCTGCCTCATTGGTACAGCT!
(0L L1011 51 1 O Y11 8
434890 TCGGTGCTAGCAGCTGCCTCATTGGTACAGET

b 6 L I @ @ € A D V M S E N I s P K T I G A
ATGGCTTAATACAACAGTGTGCTGATGTCATGTCTGAGAATATCAGCCCTAAGACGATAGGAGE

(1 5 5 5 15 D 5 0 S T L
GATGGCTTGATACAACAGTGTGCTGATGTCATGTCTGAGAATATCAGCCCTAAGACGATAGGAGT

H s A A S S ¥ G L Q@ T ¥ E T s

510 TTATCATTCGGCAGCSAGTTCGTACGGTCTACAGACGGTTGAAACAA
SRR B AR IR R LR S L O W HHIH
433719 TTATCATTCGGCAGCSAGTTCGTACGGTCTACAGACGGTTGAAACAAGGTA
€ ¥ @ W L E R N L M F ¥ g N R E L L L E L
TTGTGTGCAATGGTTAGAAAGGAACCTTATGTTTGTACAGAATCGTGAGTTGTTATTAGAATTAA

FITTT L e il [N Ry
TTGTGTGCAATGGTTAGAAAGEAACCTTATGTTTGTACAGAATCGTGAGTTGTTATTAGAATTAA

623 G
|
432333 GGTAAG

L B L F K K ¥ M s s P H L F V L @ ¥ E M b
624 TTAGATTTATTTAAAAAAGTCATGAGTTCACCTCATTTATTTGTTCTTCAAGTTGAAATGGATG
(0 L 1 5 4 1 T 1 T S
430855 [CACAGTTTAGATTTATTTAARAAAGTCATGAGTTCACCTCATTTATTTGTTCTTCAAGTTGAAATGGATG
v ¥ & L T K K
689 TCTATTCTCTTACAAAGAA

PEEELEREEE et
430785 TCTATTCTCTTACAAAGAA

¥ ¢ F L K V N P S W H R D P K V L G K N V D

709 TATTGTTTTTTAAAAGTTAATCCATCGT GGCACAGAGATCCTAAAGTACTCGGCAAAAACGTTGA

L AT TS T 18 S SR S R ET L B PRI AT B RS O T W AT

429974 |GACAGTATTGTTTTTTAAAAGTTAATCCATCGT GGCACAAAGATCCTAAAGTACTCGGCAARAACGTTGA
s F Y Q K F

774 TTCTTTCTATCAAAAGTTTG
{0 R S S S R
429904 TTCTTTCTATCAAAAGTTTGGTGAG

K 1
Fig.1

O T HIORRIRE

i GO EREN LTS s AR E A G R o SN A E S A O R A TN R
AACTGGTGAATTTCTCAGTTCCGAGAAAGGTCGACAGTTTGAGCCTCTCTTCAGAGCTTTGCGA
(1911618 5 061 SV 51 U 0 5 6T A 1 1 T I 8 o T 1 AT L G T
AACTGGTGAATTTCTCAGTTCCGAGAAAGGTCAACAGTTTGAGCCTCTCTTCAGAGCTTTGCGE

P—rm

E Yy I I N D H A A C K @ L Q@ K D N I I P E
859 TTCGAGTACATCATCAATGACCATGCGGCCTGTAAACAACTGCAGAAAGATAACATTATTCCAGAAG
L e O e N A
429256 TTCGAGTACATCATCAATGACCATGCGGCGTGTAAACAACTGCAGAAAGATAACATTATTCCAGAAG

D W L L P I F K Q Q W L R M L R V E Q A K D
ATTGGTTGCTTCCAATATTCAAACAACAATGGCTGAGAATGTTGAGAGTAGAGCAAGCTAAAGAT
Ny N N R
ATTGGTTGCTTCCAATATTCAAACAACAATGGCTGAGAATGTTGAGAGTAGAGCAAGCTAAAGAT

PR B DR s EVE R AR E o R E R el s g R e G R
CCAAMAAGAGGACTCGGTTCCGGCAGAACAGTTTGAAATACACTCACAGAGATGCGGTCGAATGA
TELEEETETE e PRt b ey e e e e e e e e el
CCAAAAGAGGACTTGGTTCCGGCAGAACAGTTTGAAATACACTCACAGAGATGCGGTCGAATGA

1 T K E G E

1061 TAACAAAAGAAGGAGA
LEEE el
424713 TAACGAAAGAAGGAGA

Y ¢ W R W T G F N Y 6 V D L L I T Y A N K

1078 " ACTGTTGGCGTTGGACAGGCTTTAACTACGGCGTGGATTTACTGATAACTTACGCAAACAA|
R N N N R R RN NN
424007 [TGCAG[TACTGTTGGCGTTGGACAGGCTTCAACTACGGCGTGGATCTACTGATAACTTACGCAAACAAGTA

LLVIKRNI\TTHFVSSEISMQS
cTT TCAAAAGAAACAACACAACTCACCCAGTGTCTTCCAGTATTAGTATGCAATCTC

L N N

CAAAAGAAACAACACAACTCACCCAGTGTCTTCCAGTATTAGTATGCAATCTC

IHHIH\I\

H R S I M 1 R
1205 ATCGCTCCATTATGATAA
LELLEE B rrrrein
423199 ATCGCTCTATCATGATAA
INNH AR s DI PR g 6T ic T R EIRRES R OSTENIT A E
ATTCATGTGGTGTCCTACGACCCTCAAGGAGGGATTCTTTATGAAGAGAAGAGTAATACTGAAA
N N e N e N N RN Ry
ATACATGTGGTGTCCTACAACCCTCAAGGAGGGATTCTTTATGAAGAGAAGAGTAATATTGAAA

1224
422088

T ¥ s L N K D E

1289 CATACAGCTTAAACAAAGATGAG
oL
422018 CGTACAGCTTAAACAAAGATGAGIGTAGG
E N ROV G SIEEE s R SO B VA KRR PR O LG N Y
1312 AACGAGTCCTGATCGGTCTGAGCCGGCAAGTGAAGTATCCGTTCCAAATCEGGCGTCAACGTCTT
Frerrrrrrrrrrrnnd 161201 5 5 11 L 5 V0 5 T 0 15 I v 1 1 4160 M S
420791 [CGCAGIGAACGAGTCCTGATCGGTCTGAGCCGGCAAGTGAAGTATCCGTTCCAAATCGGTGTCAACGTCTT
A V T P F L L N E S A T E E R D R Q E N V E N
1377 AGCGGTCACTCCTTTCTTGCTGAACGAGTCGGCCACGGAGGAGCGAGACCGACAAGAGAACGTGGAGAAC

I} 15 S8 8 S 1AL ST R {4 5 8 5 1 1 1 00 8 19 6T 10 T8I0 IS 1 9 1 L S 16 A
420721 AGCGGTCACTCCTTTCTTGCTGAACGAGTCGGCCACGGAGGAGCGAGACCGGCAAGAGAACGTGGAGAAC

s

1447 AGCTAA
LM [R);

420651 AGCTAA

germ cell-less & F 4h i F 17 5 FLN & )75

Exon and intron sequences of germ cell-less

i ATG FIZ R B F TAA, 2 EFHERREHEBE ST,

H A5 47 DNA M FH51,

ATG and TAA are in green. The red frames indicate the intron sequences, and the rest of letters indicate the exon sequences.

0 100 200 300 400

Kl 2 Germ cell-less & F 4544 38k i
Fig.2 Prediction of Germ cell-less protein domain

Germ cell-less £ [ 25 448 #5004 BTB/POZ £h#aksk,
9 101 aa (63~163), 2547 HE R AR F4 B DX
ELLLELSLDL K J£% 10 aa (202~211),

SSSISMQSHRSIMIRI K & 4 16 aa (394~409).

The prediction of Germ cell-less protein is BTB/POZ domain
which contains 101 aa (63~163), purple frames indicate low
complexity regions: ELLLELSLDL contains 10 aa (202~211),
and SSSISMQSHRSIMIRI contains 16 aa (394~409).

42.02% (E 2), Itsh,
BONPRSE,

H: BTB/POZ %5 #37E k1L |
AS[E) Py A i — B0 74.09%~59.59%

(Fl 5A) FT UL FZFERRIF A X as R, d TR
SR, Z5RFRW], WIS | Sk I REGE I A Y
germ cell-less IR T 53— %, germcell-less 3
1) R L5 MY Fh ik AL i B AR — 3 (18] 5B).
23 BEHFHH

FIFHTELE Rk % germ cell-less 3t K A AT 1
R LU 2000 bp [P I THE S T-45 A L T
WorHr . 2581 W, TEHR s Fpsd, A 44 Oct-1

14~ FOXD3 45A s, AM c-Myb, NF-1, CRP,
PAX-6 25 i 25 &7 15 (K 6)

2.4 germcell-lessEFHA

T RMES

KR, TSR . 5.9
R A 20 b A DI #] germ

RT-qPCR %%
WU I AR
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ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccCcCcCCCHHHHHHHH
MGNI PARFRGEVLSEGVKGQKRSLGDDSEDDEDTKHMNS PQRKKLKCTAK

10 20 30 40 50
S S S e Y e e Y
! —t — N —

HHHHHHHHCCCCCCEEEEECCEEEEECHHHHHCCHHHHHHHCCCCCCCCC
YI YDTLFVNGENSDI TI KALDKDWPLHKI YLCQSSYFASMFSGS WKESTL

100

CEeeeecccccccHHHHHHHHHHHHCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHCCHHH
KEI TVDI PDQNI DENALKVALGSLYRDDVLI EPARVVSVLAAASLVQLDG

110 120 130 140 150

HHHHHHHHHHHHCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHHCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHCHHHHHC
Ll QQCADVMSENI SPKTI GAYHSAASSYGLQTVETSCVQWL ERNL MFVQN
170 180 190 200

CHHHHCCCHHHHHHHHCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHCCCCCCCCCH
RELLLELSLDLFKKVMSSPHLFVLQVEMDVYSLTKKYCFLKVNPSWHRDP
210 220 230 240 250

T
HHHHHHHHHHHHHCCCCCHHHCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHCCCCCCCCCHHH

KVLGKNVDSFYQKFETGEFLSSEKGRQFEPLFRALRFEYI I NDHAACKAQL

270 280 290 300

CCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHCCEEC
QKDNI | PEDWLLPI FKQQWLRMLRVEQAKDSGPKEDSVPAEQFEI HSQRC
310 320 330 340 350

CEEEECCCCEEEEEEEEECCCCEEEEECCCEEEEEECCCCCCCCCCEECC
GRMI TKEGEYCWRWTGFNYGVDLLI TYANKLLVI KRNNTTHPVSSSI SMQ
360 370 380 390 400

—

CCEEEEEEEEEEEECCCCCEEEEEECCEEEEECCCCCEEEEEECCCCCEE
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Legend:
Strand ™ Helix — Coil

3 Germ cell-less %5 [ 5 1) — 2% 25 44 T30

Fig.3 Prediction of Germ cell-less protein secondary structure

WORFRIEREE, B EORRR o-BRIE, KELRARR TN

Yellow stripes indicate extended strand, pink stripes indicate alpha helix, and grey lines indicate random coil.

cell-less #45fA, Hirr, TEMEVEPEMR A =i,
SHE P P i v %) 8 38 s R PR PR i v IR Y 2.25 1%
HAYH GBI AR 2R 3K 5 e 2R HE T 0 4 2> > 14k
U 240 > B >IFWR > GAIL, E 7 3] 2 R B v R A DU
germ cell-less i F AR (8 7).

B4 Germ cell-less 7 [ = 4244 il 25 germ cell-less BEEEMBRAR L B HEIF
Fig.4 Prediction of Germ cell-less protein tertiary structure BRIESH
M m HE N R Germ cell-less 25 [ PO 25 4 X 3K WF germ cell-less H K 78 31 2 1k 5 b 36 ik H i

The black box indicates the Zinc finger
structural area of Germ cell-less.
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A. japonicus : 80
S. purpuratus ek - 80
A. planci - 80
L. anatina .

: : 80
H. sapiens . 80
D. rerio : 80
A. schlegelii :
C. auratus 7 : 80
X laevis LR : 80
M. musculus SDIRIEALGAEWEIEHK I YLCOSEY ) ALV - 80

D6 I A6g W 1HK6YLCQs YF I 6 6pD NID eAL 6
* 100 * Identity (100%)
A. japonicus |8 v N ;115 100.00
S. purpuratus T . 115 74.09
A. planci T : 115 74.09
L. anatina T : 115 62.18
H. sapiens T : 115 61.14
D. rerio N 115 60.62
A. schlegelii N : 115 60.10
C. auratus N : 115 59.59
X laevis T : 115 59.59
M. musculus B RV VA LQ BWG! T : 115 59.59
DV 6 P V6 LAAA 66QL GLIGQC M E
B 69 Germ cell-less Strongylocentrotus purpuratus XP 030835792.1
100,—: Germ cell-less Acanthaster planci XP 022080170.1

Germ cell less Apostichopus japonicus PIK 45933.1
Germ cell-less Lingula anatina XP 013416803.1

100 Germ cell-less Acanthopagrus schlegelii AGL08236.1
Germ cell-less Danio rerio NP 996933.1
100 Germ cell-less Carassius auratus XP 026103865.1
99 Germ cell-less Xenopus laevis XP 018108888.1
100 Germ cell-less Mus musculus AAK 69515.1

Germ cell-less Homo sapiens NP 848526.1

/15  Germ cell-less i) BTB/POZ 452 2 SRR 7 41 LU AT (A) S HZ LR 7 91 ) R GE AL (B)
Fig.5 Multiple amino acid sequence alignment in the BTB/POZ domain (A) and
phylogenetic tree of Germ cell-less amino acid sequence (B)

Ao BIAFTR R, RIS EE R 4 4B,
430 R B W (Stage 1), A=K Wi (Stage 2). ALY
(Stage 3) 7 H i (Stage 4) (P58 Hh%%, 1985; Yan et al,
2013), FJ5HIH RT-qPCR Al A[H % B Y germ
cell-less FEH WA FBIEI . G5 TR, TEMEMEME R
v, SR, AR germ cell-less JE K ik
HREMT R (E 8); BiAE MR & B 2 AR,
HRREEETM, SHWHEBMHLTAZE 0.79, B+
KA, HRik e IRE 25 A KT (et
PERR, germcell-less 7E 4 /N b ) Fe ik AR fL AN
K, FRAL T HARAYFIE KT o Heg A i R P e
1 germ cell-less ATk FL A , PR 1 R v id) 26
IR E G v TR IR R i e ik e, H B A K
Tk w ik B T HEEMERR Y 6.7 £ o

2.6 Germ cell-less EEERRBEAZ B R EIBRIAKTE
i

e 9 firos, TESZKEON . 2 4 . 32 21 it I
JUR A iy XA TR S R 1Y) germ cell-less % SR,
KW germ cell-less B[ 2 BER A 5 BEE IR & & 1)
AT, BRI IR 2URIBRAR, Bl 5 208 S 4E R A

BARAKT-
3 it

31 #% germ cell-less EFFS£KE BTB/POZ
gEHE oA

AHFE B IR GU RS0 Z germ cell-less F A ()
cDNA J¥H) 4K, 34 hi 484 4 ILFR . Germ cell-less
FJE BTB/POZ HHAZRKET I —b01, ZEHARE
BTB 2538 LT A7 76 T i A i B4, 5 3h%
R e N 1| ORA SR S = i R S S sE P
(Bardwell et al, 1994), BTB/POZ %1l # £E7E T
AR R, 22— MRSF HEA B 451
B, HAF SR (Drosophila melanogaster)i ttk P Al
BR-C Jt [A Eb X o 1 R IE 52 D) BB (Numoto et al, 1993;
Sugawara et al, 1994), (Hf3F B, ttk FE PR R0
IR % BT T A, S0 ttk 2 F ) BTB/POZ 4%
M RE R 5 A B 4558 BRI R K
(Bardwell et al, 1994), 147k, Albagli %5(1995)WF78 %
By, —#B45rHA BTB/POZ 45 Hy 1 1) 25 11 RE Y 1 e (4,
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AAGTTTTGGT
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ACCTAATACT
GAAGTTCAGG
ACAAAATTTT
GAATAGCATT
CAACACCCGG

CAACAAAGAA
TCTTGCTTTG

GTATGTATAT

TBP
ATGATCCATC

TATGAAACTA
GTCAGAACAT

GCAAAACTGT
TGAAGTTGAA
CGTAATGTCC
GGTTATTGAA
AAACAAGAAC
GAAATGCAAA
GTAGATGATT
GCTGTTGGTG

c-Myb
TCAGGCATGC AGGGATTATA
TAAGCATTGG AAGGTTTCCA

AACTCTATAG
TTAGACCACA

ACTGTACAAC

CCATTCAAAA
GTACAACAAA
CAATTCTTGC

TTTGGTATGT
ATATGATCCA
ATCTATGAAA
CAAACTCATG
ATAGTTGCAC
CTCAACATTC
CTGTATCCCC
GTCATCAGTC

AGTTGCAGCT
GTAGAGGTCC

TAAATACAGO GTTTCCACCA
TTTTTAAATT TGATAATTAG
TGTTGAGCAA TGTTCTTAAT
CCATATCAAA ACTTGAAAAA

CACTAGCTAA TTAGCATATT
OCT-1

GAAGGAAGGG
CGAAATAGGA

TGGCTGTAAT
ATAATTCAGC
TTCTAGGGAT

ACAATTTTTA
AAAGAAAGAA
GCAGTTATGT
AAATGTCTGG

CATTTAAAAA

TBP
GTTTTAAGCT

AAAAGGACAC

TGTATCATGT
TTCCAAATGT

TGTTTGAATA
TTTAACATGA
ACAATAGCTT

TTTGTAACCT
ATGGTAGTAC
TGGCAGTCTT
CACCGTTCTC
GAGAAAACTT
TAGGCAAGTC
TCCTCAAGTT

1
24 TGCTAGCATG TTCAGCGGAT
&l 6  germ cell-less & A ¥ i3 3l )5 41 RIS AE 1956 S 45 6 67 2

CACTATGTCC
ATTTGCAGTG
TAGAACTTTA
AGTGCTGAAA
TAATTGATGA

CCCACATAAC

ACCTAATACT
AATGATTCAA

GGTTACCAGA CCAAATAGTC
GATGCAAAGT TTTGGTGCAA

oC
ACTGTATCAT

TATACCAAAA
GAAAACTCTA
TTTGTTAGAC

ATACTGTACA
TCCCATTCAA
CTACATAGTA
AGTGATTGTC
ATTTTCATAG
TTGAAGTCGT
ACACGCACAA
AATAGTTTAT
ACTGTACCAG
CCATTGGAGC
CGTACGTCAC
AATATTATTT
TAGAATATCA
ATTGTGACGT
ACCCCCAAAC

TTATATTCAA

TBP
CCCGTACGTC ACACTGCAAT

GGCAAAAAAT
CACCACATTT
GGACCTGCCC

CCCACACATA
TCAGGGGAAA
TGTCTTGTGA
ATGATGTCAA

TCAAAAAAAT
AGGGTGTTTC
TTAACGTGGC

TTGACCTTTC

T-1
ACTCCCCACT ATTGACCCTG

TGTCCACAGT AATGCCACGT
TAGACCTAAT ACTGGTTACC

CACAAATGAT TCAAGATGCA
OCT-1
ACACTGTATC ATACTCCCCA

AAATATACCA AAATGTCCAC
CAACAAAGAA AACTCTATAG
CTATGCAAAA CTGGGCGAGC
TCACACTTCA CAATAGGCCT
CCTCATTCAA TGTCAATGTT
TTGACTTCCC AATAGTCAAA
TTGGTGCCAT GATGTGCTCT

CTTTCAACAA AATAAACTTG

CCATGCATGT TTATTATGTA
TBP
ATTTTGTCCC GTACGTCACA

CAATTTTTTG GGATGGATAT
CCAAAAAAAA AATTGTTCCT
ACGGGACATC AGTATTTGGA
ATAATATGTC AAAATTATTG

TAAGTTCATA TTGCTGGCAG
TTGAATTTAT GCAAATTAGC

OCT-1
TATGAAAATC TGAAACTTCA
AGTAAAGTTT GAAATTTGGC
AAAAAGTGGT GACTTTTATT

CRP
TAAAAGTAAA ACATAAATAT

AAATTCTATG

_CGGTAATGTT 1

FOXD3

PAX-6 TBP
AAGATTTGGA TCGAACCAGT
TGTTATAAAG TTTTGCCATG

GTTTGTTTTT

GTAATTTTAC ATGTACTGGT

FOXD3 TBP
GTTTAAATTT AACTTATATG

TTCAAACAAG

AAGAAAATTG

TTATTTTTGT

TTTATGTATA
FOXD3

TBP
CATGGAAGGA

A

TATAGAAGCT CAACTGTAAA

AAAAAAAAAA CAGGATAGAA

FOXD3
CCTCTCCAGT CAAGTTATTT

Fig.6 The sequence of the promoter region and potential transcription factor binding sites of germ cell-less

RO R R TE B e 85 B LR, LD O T RIZ 97514 TATA-box 454 (i,
LLETFRENRIGEH T . TR MBECT 2558 3077 S0 (ATG JTEER 1 DR -1 IR R ).
Black-underlined letters show the potential transcription factor bindings, and red-underlined letters show the TATA-box bindings.
ATG are in red. The numbers to the left of letters represent the positions of the promoter region.

(The first letter before ATG was set as —1 in blue).
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Fig.7 RT-qPCR analysis of germ cell-less
expression in adult tissues

TR PR R R T 22K B AT EE 3o B germ cell-less £ 5
B RAEEN 1, £ REFHER ML, L NADH
HNZ ., RRIFHRFRRFAELEEFP<0.05). FH.

One-way ANOVA test was used to perform statistical analysis.

The expression of germ cell-less in ovary was set to 1. Each
bar indicates Mean+SD. NADH was used as the control.
Different letters represent significant differences among the

tissues (P=<0.05). The same as below.
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I HY Stage

K8  germcell-less JEAITEMENRANR & & I BIR) shS 5 70 Hr
Fig.8 Dynamic expression analysis of germ cell-less gene in
gonads at different development stages

Stage 1: H4FE1]; Stage2: HH;
Stage 3: WU ; Stage 4: JHlIH,
Stage 1: Early growing stage; Stage 2: Growing stage;
Stage 3: Mature stage; Stage 4: Post-spawning stage.
Ab/\

T4 A, ]RGS 1 TS A B A s AR 53 2 Y R
JT Eﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬂz B AL S B L A Bl — R AL
SIEASAEA, 456 )5 0T RER2 i A= JE 40 i & A 7R
A 22 EHE, ]2 Germ cell-less 75 4 =2
ik on, xHEHFIERE S DNA R R8s & FEiR 2
F, 3% W 75 i 2 germ cell-less £ H Al iE 2 5%
RRSTFEEIER, AR 40 HE A TE B .

19  germ cell-less ZEH WG & & B A A 23K 317

Fig.9 Expression analysis of germ cell-less gene in embryo

3.2 #% germcell-less BEEH R LE & L m B 53 47

AT AEL T E B0 2 germ cell-less A 5
B FH 7 Oct-1, FOXD3, c-Myb, NF-1, CRP, PAX-6
SSRGS O, Oct-1 & — M 38 7776 F 5 M
SRR, HHIIBEEA RIS A E R . — )
THOLT, Oct-1 WIAE MG SRaE R, 5 75 24 B N
T 1% B (Inamoto et al, 1997), BFFEEM, i EAE
MR S 7 40 i (Hela cells)r, HA Oct-1 %
SEOLEAETE, AREf HNF-1 % 5% 5 H b [R50
preS1 JAshFFEs%, N F A ToE M IS preSl
o BT 5 (Zhou et al, 1991); [RIAf, 7E/NEA,
Oct-1 i ] LU i 54 5L 3R 52 AR (STAT-5) LA KA B J5it
WMEZ KGR EA MRS S5ILEN B-MHE 5%
E’J«%f(%%ﬂw(Dong et al, 2009), Oct-1 i A 3 5 3-8
TR R4 1B nodal A1 vgl/univin LR, 20
Oct-1 mRNA B2 i Uit A0 100 IR 16 & & o il
AR, BIREA0AS P 52 P SECAR L0 0] 9% (8] 5 S5 400 i 7
(primary mesenchymal cells, PMC) /41 41 I 4 55
RHJR AR % & Bl (Range et al, 2011), 4, Oct-1
AEIM ] — S RE A 5 . Oct-1 kA FRES 5 K
(Rattus norvegicus) CYP1AL %:[A () —3%8 43 R 45 0
A EAER, LAI§] %3 R B 215 (Brat et al, 1996),
AR, Oct-1 i AT LA ¥ Mo/ IMACEE ¥ F 21 2R
H £ S (NuRD) R BLHI 4ERp 0, SRJ5, CAE
¥ I Jmjdla 2 AR IR BTA I B S 4 3571 110
RI5E . AT LAHEM Oct-1 7EiZ 345 T X/ —Fhn]
VI 1) 5% 5% 845 [ (Shakya et al, 2011), FOXD3 |
FEMRG K E RN 22—, /NN ZTE A
) —A~ 05 [F % (Hanna et al, 2002), #7F FOXD3 il
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i, IRIRHG 26T 0 P8 fe A ik o ZEBE Sy fa
FOXD3 i 1 175 T 4t 8 U6 240 it Hp 3% 2 A 3 3t IR 11
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(Stewart et al, 2006), AL, FOXD3 /2 JIVHE il 28 U
KEREE LN T (Sasai et al, 2001), LA L
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% (Jongens et al, 1992). /MR, 55 A AT A
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ZH P RGN 3 2235 (Kimura et al, 1999; Leatherman
et al, 2000), i (Oryzias latipes)+', germ cell-less
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K (Scholz et al, 2004), #ilZ: germ cell-less & [K %
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Expression of germ cell-less and Its Putative Regulatory
Region in the Sea Cucumber, Apostichopus japonicus

HUANG Xiaoxiao, LIU Bingzheng, SUN Zhihui"”, CONG Jingjing, SU Weiyi, WEI Jinliang

(Key Laboratory of Mariculture and Sock Enhancement in North China Sea, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs,
Dalian Ocean University, Dalian 116023, China)

Abstract The germ cell-less gene belongs to the BTB/POZ protein-family, whose structural domain
plays an important role in the occurrence of mammalian gonads as it specifically combines with other
DNA proteins. In this study, a unigene annotated as germ cell-less (Ajgcl) was screened from the gonadal
genome of Apostichopus japonicus (sea cucumber) through homology. The full-length Ajgcl ¢cDNA
sequence was obtained by 5' and 3’ rapid amplification of cDNA ends (RACE). Subsequently, we
analyzed the expression characteristic of germ cell-less in A. japonicus using several methods, including
multiple sequence alignment, phylogenetic analysis, and real-time quantitative PCR (RT-qPCR). The
results showed that germ cell-less attaches to the BTB/POZ superfamily. The full-length cDNA of Ajgcl
was 2 316 bp, which contained a 725 bp 3'UTR, a 139 bp 5'UTR, and a 1455 bp open reading frame
(ORF), encoding a protein of 484 amino acids including a conservative BTB/POZ domain. RT-qPCR
analysis revealed that germ cell-less was expressed in the ovary, testis, intestines, stomach, longitudinal
muscle, respiratory tree, tube feet, and coelomocyte. Remarkably, the expression level in the ovary was
the highest and 2.25 times that in the testis. Moreover, as a maternal factor, germ cell-less was expressed
throughout embryonic development. During ovarian development, the expression of germ cell-less in
growing stage 2 was slightly elevated, but when the ovum developed into mature stage 3, the expression
level was significantly down-regulated. It was not until the end of gametogenesis that its expression level
returned to its original level. The expression of germ cell-less did not change significantly throughout the
developmental stages of the testis. In addition, the online tool Match was used to predict the transcription
factor binding sites in the germ cell-less promoter of A. japonicus. Subsequently, a total of 12
transcription factor binding sites were projected, namely Oct-1, FOXD3, PAX-6, CRP, c-Myb and NF-1.
Notably, there were four Oct-1 binding sites between -1890 and -608. The characteristics of germ cell-less
gene promoter were obtained, and germ cell-less was shown to be a germ cell marker gene for
A. japonicus. This study provides data for future studies related to germ cell development in A. japonicus.
Key words Apostichopus japonicus; Germ cell-less; Germ cell; Maternal factor
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